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In our efforts to strengthen our food supply 

resilience, AVA has introduced a  Food Fund to support 

food diversification and food capability development. 

For food diversification, AVA will co-fund feasibility 

studies on investments in overseas food zones, 

overseas contract farming and sourcing of certain 

food items from non-traditional sources or existing 

sources that are not major exporters to Singapore. Not 

forgetting local farms, AVA will also co-fund research 

and development in local food farming technology, 

and the upgrading of their production capability.

Taking a Holistic Approach to Ensuring 
Food Safety
AVA, as the national food safety authority, has in 

place a holistic food safety system to ensure food, 

from farm to fork, is safe for consumption. We do not 

compromise on food safety and abide by international 

standards and practices when implementing and 

enforcing regulations on accreditation, licensing, 

inspection, monitoring and surveillance and laboratory 

testing services and programmes.

AVA keeps a vigilant watch on the global food 

safety situation that could potentially threaten 

Singapore. Keeping the nation’s interest in mind, we 

also often participate in international meetings to be 

on the vanguard of food safety policy and programme 

implementation. 

In addition to the effort put in by AVA, the food 

industry and consumers too, must play their part 

to ensure that the food in Singapore is safe for 

consumption as food safety is a continuum from farm 

to fork. 

This cohesive three-pronged approach lays the 

formidable groundwork in overcoming threats to our 

food safety. The food industry is strongly encouraged 

to uphold self-regulation through adoption of good 

agriculture and manufacturing practices and effective 

food safety assurance systems. In tandem, consumers 

are made aware of the importance of good food safety 

practices when handling and preparing food.

TOP: AVA’s state-of-the-art 
laboratories are able to detect 

numerous food contaminants and 
pathogens.

BOTTOM: Giving recognition to AVA’s 
food industry partners who have 

consistently contributed to consumer 
education efforts on food safety.
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Safeguarding Animal & Plant Health
Singapore benefits from an international reputation 

for being free from most major animal and plant 

diseases. To continually enjoy healthy flora and 

fauna, AVA acts swiftly to curb possible disease 

outbreaks. Furthermore, we prevent  incursion of 

animal and plant diseases through strict import 

control, comprehensive monitoring, surveillance, 

inspection, sampling and quarantine procedures. We 

also implement bio-security measures at our local 

poultry farms and slaughterhouses. Although we 

believe prevention is better than cure, contingency 

plans are established to handle potential disease 

incursions, and regular exercises are carried out to 

test our plans. 

Safeguarding Animal Welfare
AVA is also concerned about raising the standards 

of animal welfare in Singapore. We believe animals 

should be protected from abuse, and have put 

in place strict regulations for all veterinary 

centres, animal research facilities and pet shops 

in Singapore to prevent animal cruelty and uphold 

animal welfare We also promote animal welfare 

through the responsible pet ownership public 

education programme. AVA collaborates with animal 

enthusiasts and animal welfare organisations to 

create a harmonious common living space for both 

people and animals. 

Protecting Endangered Wildlife
AVA is the national authority responsible for the 

implementation and enforcement of the Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

TOP LEFT: Reaching out to the 
public to raise awareness of 
responsible pet ownership.

CENTRE LEFT: To uphold animal 
welfare, routine inspections are 
conducted on pet shops to ensure 
compliance to stipulated standards.

BOTTOM LEFT: A bird flu exercise 
being carried out as part of AVA’s 
contingency planning in case of a 
potential bird flu outbreak.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Inspection of 
imported animals as part of the 
measures to safeguard animal 
health.
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Fauna and Flora (CITES). In this role, AVA ensures that 

the trade of endangered animal and plant species 

and their products abide by the provisions of the 

Convention. We take action against any parties guilty 

of importing and exporting illegal wildlife including 

any that keep illegally imported wildlife. 

Research & Development – The Way of 
the Future
To overcome the constraints of limited land resources, 

AVA continually harnesses technology to maximise 

our local farms’ productivity. Agrotechnology has 

been key in transforming the farming sector, resulting 

in modern farms that specialise in new generation 

crops, use state-of-the-art equipment and facilities 

and practise good farming principles. 

To stay ahead of the technological advancements 

pertaining to agricultural activities, AVA has invested 

in R&D, especially in the areas of agrotechnology and 

agri-biotechnology. We are actively involved in R&D 

projects that focus on production systems, breeding, 

nutrition, disease control, aquaculture and vegetable 

production as well as post-harvest technology.

Through R&D, we are better equipped to hone 

our expertise in new generation farming and better 

able to transfer our technology and capabilities to 

local farms. AVA’s technology transfers are however 

not just solely limited to food production. We also 

take up the advisory role in the areas of horticulture 

and ornamental fish to farms, thereby, enhancing the 

quantity and quality of our exports. 

Facilitating Trade – Bringing Singapore 
to the World
AVA facilitates the import, export and trans-

shipment of animals and animal products, plant 

and plant products, fresh and processed food, as 

well as foodfish and ornamental fish through the 

issuance of permits, licences and certificates. On 

top of that, close bonds and relationships with our 

global partners are forged to  maintain a vibrant 

and resilient trade.

Through regular dialogues and sharing of our 

technical expertise with our regional neighbours to 

strengthen their food and agriculture capabilities, 

we provide a helping hand in boosting regional food 

security and agricultural trade. 

TOP LEFT: As a member of the 
Convention on International Trade 

of Endangered Species (CITES), AVA 
is diligently on the lookout for illegal 

imports of such animals such as 
these star tortoises.

TOP RIGHT: R&D is crucial for AVA to 
be in the vanguard of hatchery and 

fish farming technology.

BOTTOM RIGHT: AVA diligently 
maintains the quality of our flora 
and fauna to boost our exports.


